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Renaissance Artists, Art & 
Architecture 

The Early Years 
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Giotto di Bondone:  1267 - 1336 

•  Florentine painter / architect / 
sculptor 

•  “1st genius of Italian 
Renaissance” 

•  Dealt with traditional religion, 
but gave earthly, full blooded 
life & force 

•  Pope Boniface VIII to Giotto for 
sample 
•  With one red stroke painted a 

perfect circle 
•  Boniface VIII - Giotto surpassed all 

others 
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Giotto di Bondone 
•  Pioneered techniques 

that would influence 
later Renaissance 
artists: 
•  Humanism / Realism:  

•  No generic, real people, 
individualism, emotion 

•  Saints and his series on 
Jesus 
•  All show emotion & 

suffering 
•  Developed use of light / 

dark for depth 
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Note the human figures:  more 
advanced than the Middle Ages, but 
that there is no depth yet, because 
the laws of perspective have not yet 
been introduced 

Giotto di Bondone 
Note 
the 
feeling 
of 
depth 
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Brunelleschi:  1377 - 1446 

•  Transferred Giotto’s techniques to architecture 
•  Used architectural line to move eye to focus (altar) 

•  Studied & revived Classical Roman architecture 
•  Florence - Brunelleschi’s Dome, 1st since 

antiquity (modeled on Rome’s Pantheon) 
•  Rejection of Gothic, revival of classic technique 

& style 
•  Along w/ Masaccio - Rules of Perspective 



3 

Brunelleschi: 
Sacrestia Vecchia di San Lorenzo 

1428 

Brunelleschi’s Dome in Florence 

Brunelleschi’s Dome in Florence 
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Brunelleschi’s 
Experiment 
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Masaccio: 1401-1428 

•  Studied and continued the innovations of Giotto & 
Brunelleschi 

•  Along w/ Brunelleschi developed the ideas of 
perspective, creating depth in his own paintings 

•  Early on copied Brunelleschi - figures centered in 
architectural space (for focal point) 

•  Later on developed a grid system 
•  Created a 3D space 
•  Created depth, leading viewers eye to focal point 

The Expulsion of Adam 
& Eve St. Peter Enthroned 

The Adoration of the Magi 
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Lorenzo Ghiberti:  1378 - 1455 

•  Founder of the Renaissance 
style of architecture 

•  Helped train Donatello 
•  His masterpiece - The Gates of 

Paradise:  massive bronze 
doors to the Baptistry of 
Florence 

•  Used rhythmic line to simulate 
movement 
•  Biblical scenes depicted on the 

multiple panels, “seem to move 
and actually come alive before 
your eyes” 

The Gates of Paradise 
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Donatello:  1386 – 1466 

•  Early sculptor, greatly 
influenced Michelangelo… 

•  Trained with Ghiberti & friends 
with Brunelleschi 

•  Revived Roman style of 
sculpture in Florence 

•  Bronze David was the first nude 
sculpture of the Renaissance 
and its nudity caused a shock 

•  1st to develop the “non-finito” 
style of sculpture 
•  works were purposely left unfinished 

David: 1412 - Marble David: 1446 - Bronze 
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•  Herod’s Feast was executed in 1425 - 1427 
•  1st relief built w/ rules of perspective 
•  Successive planes portray surface tension 
•  Forms create the impression that more exists beyond 

the foreground 
•  The dramatic effect of the scene starts with the 

Baptist’s severed head presented on a platter to Herod 
•  Emotion continues with the response of the figures, 

expressed by their contorted movements 
•  Use of animation of the drapery 

Donatello 
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Leon Batista Alberti: 1404 - 1472 

•  “The greatest universal genius of 
the early Renaissance” 

•  A Painter, architect, scholar & art 
theorist 

•  Born in Florence to a wealthy 
family of wool merchants 

•   Wrote a book on architecture 
modeled after the work of Vitruvius 

•  On Painting: 1435 – first scientific 
book on painting 
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The High Renaissance 

Artists of the High Renaissance refined the techniques pioneered 
earlier.  

This is the zenith of Renaissance art, an era  
dominated by great geniuses. 

Perfected the Renaissance style of emotion & realism 
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Raphael Santi:  1483 - 1520 

•  As a painter - influenced Michelangelo & Leonardo 
•  Helped to develop the Chiaroscuro style 

•  Light and dark to give illusion of depth 
•  Used by Leonardo 

•  Advances in painting drapery and the human form 
can be seen in both men’s work 

•  From Umbria – he favored the brighter colors from 
that region 

•  Most of his works are of religious subjects – usually 
the Madonna and child 

Loretto Garvage 
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Diadem Isaiah 

Triumph of Galleta 

Pope Julius II 
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Leonardo da Vinci 
1452 - 1519 

 “There has never been an 
artist who was more fittingly, 
and without qualification, 
described as a genius.  Like 
Shakespeare, Leonardo came 
from an insignificant 
background and rose to 
universal acclaim” 
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Leonardo da Vinci 
•  The Last Supper: Church of 

Santa Marie delle Grazie in 
Milan 
•  Poorly prepared fresco - has 

almost disintegrated 
•  So many talents that he seldom 

finishes, rash experiments 
•  Mona Lisa:  Currently in 

Louvre, well preserved 
•  Leonardo’s work:  treatment of the 

hair, fineness 
•  Few artists influenced by 

Leonardo, a world apart 
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Madonna of the Rocks Lady with Ermine 

The Adoration of the Magi The Mona Lisa 

From 1495 to 1497 Leonardo labored on his 
masterpiece, The Last Supper, a mural in the 

refectory of the Monastery of Santa Maria delle 
Grazie, Milan. Unfortunately, his experimental use of 

tempera on dry plaster was technically unsound, 
and by 1500 its deterioration had begun.  
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•  1482 da Vinci entered the service of the Duke of Milan, 
Ludovico Sforza 
•  Stated he could build portable bridges, cannon, ships, armored 

vehicles & other war machines 
•  Could create sculpture in marble, bronze and clay 
•  Served as principal engineer & active architect 

•  Most work from Milan has been lost 
•  Largest commission was a bronze monument to 

Francesco Sforza, father of Ludovico 
•  Destroyed by French archers 

•  Returned to Florence in 1500 when Sforza driven out by 
French 

Leonardo da Vinci 

"The desolate waters, the mists, the dark trees, the reflected gleams 
of still waters - all these surround and illuminate the sitter. She is 
totally flesh and totally impermeable to the artist. He observes, 
held rapt by her perfection of form, and shows us the thin veil of her 
upper bodice and the delicate flushing of her throat.”  

Genevra Modonna de Benois 

A Truly “Renaissance” Man 

Helicopter 

Artillery Physiology 

Astronomy Biology 

Aerodynamics 
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Leonardo da Vinci 

•  1502:  Served Cesare Borgia, Duke of Romagna 
•  Chief architect & engineer 
•  1503:  decided on proper location for Michelangelo’s David 

•  1503 - 1506:  Painted Mona Lisa 
•  Took painting with him on all of his subsequent travels 

•  1506:  Served Charles d’Amboise, Milan governor 
•  1507:  Served King Louis XII of France 

•  Begun work on equestrian monument to commander of French 
forces - not finished 

•  1514 - 1516:  Served Pope Leo X in Rome 
•  Scientific experimentation 

•  1516:  Served French King Francis I 
•  Died in 1519 

Kinesthetics 

Gerontology 

Anatomy 
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Michelangelo Buonarroti: 1475 
- 1564 

•  Architect, Sculptor, Poet & Painter 
•  One of the founders of the High Renaissance 
•  Son of a local magistrate, member of gentry 
•  Tried to hide apprenticeship 
•  Transferred to school of Lorenzo The Magnificent 

in the Palazzo Medici 
•  Had access to the Medici collection of antiques 
•  Studied from / copied frescoes of Giotto & Masaccio 
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Michelangelo Buonarroti 

•  1508 - 1512:  Commissioned by Pope Julius II for the 
ceiling of the Sistine Chapel 
•  Done virtually alone 

•  With the death of Lorenzo, Michelangelo studies 
anatomy 

•  1496:  Reputation for 2 marble statues 
•  1496-7:  The Drunken Bacchus 
•  1498-9:  The Pieta (the masterpiece of his early years) 

•  1541:  Last Judgment fresco for Sistine Chapel, praised 
for artistry, condemned for nudity 

David The Last Judgment 

Ceiling of the Sistine Chapel 



14 

La Pieta Drunken Bacchus 


